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About Me

I am a fresh PhD student at Penn State University. My research interests include party politics,
comparative constitutional law, judicial politics, and democracy. In my master’s thesis, I studied
pre-electoral coalitions in non-democratic elections, employing both quantitative and qualitative
methods and an interdisciplinary approach by building on the prospect theory from behavioral
economics.

Education

PhD in Political Science, 2025-Present, Penn State University, Department of Political Science,
State College, PA

• Graduate teaching/research assistant

MA in Political Science, 2024, Sabancı University, Institute of Social Sciences, GPA: 3.5, Istanbul

• Full tuition scholarship and stipend

Methodology Courses:

– POLS529: Methods & Scope of Political Analysis

– POLS530: Quantitative Research Methods

– ECON604: Applied Econometrics

– POLS531: Qualitative and Textual Research Methods

– POLS537: Advanced Research Methods and Data Analysis in Political Science (Au-
dited)

– POLS 534: Formal Modeling and Political Analysis (Audited)

BA in Political Science & International Relations (Double Major: Philosophy), 2022, Boğaziçi
University, Faculty of Economics and Administrative Sciences, GPA: 3.67, Istanbul

• Cahit Arf Scholarship: Stipend from the Republic of Turkey for ranking in the top 100
among 2 million in the centralized university entrance exam, worth approximately $13,600
in five years.

Master’s Thesis

• “An Actor-based Approach to Pre-electoral Coalition Making.”, July 2024, Sabancı University,
Istanbul

– Abstract : This thesis examines the determinants of pre-electoral coalitions (PECs) and
analyzes in which circumstances actors choose to form pre-electoral coalitions. Adopting
prospect theory from behavioral economics, it explains the PEC formation with a focus on
risk-taking, risk-aversion, and the domain of losses and gains. The first chapter employs a
cross-national dataset that includes four different datasets to test the effect of the domain
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of losses on the PEC formation, which is a risk-taking behavior. Furthermore, this
study operationalizes the ideological distance between political parties as the dependent
variable. The empirical findings demonstrate that some of the proxies of the domain
of losses have the expected impact on risk-taking behavior. The partial support in this
chapter is accompanied by the qualitative analysis of the Turkish elections in 2018 and
2023. In these elections, both the incumbent and the opposition increased risk-taking
behavior as a result of the placement of their reference point in the domain of losses.
A paired comparison of these elections allows us to keep the effect of the institutions
constant and to focus on the actors’ reactions to conjunctural factors.

Academic Experience

• Teaching Assistant, Sabancı University, Istanbul, 2022 - 2024

– Designing and conducting discussion sessions for SPS102 (Social and Political Science -
Humanity and Society II).

– Grading midterms and in-class quizzes, proctoring exams, and holding office hours and
objection sessions.

• Undergraduate Research Assistant, Boğaziçi University - Istanbul, 2019 - 2021

– Bibliography automation and literature review on left populism in the 2019 Turkish local
elections under Assistant Prof. Gaye İlhan Demiryol.

– Literature review on the changes of government systems during critical junctures under
Assistant Prof. Alper Yağcı.

Professional Experience

• Makswin Real Estate Technologies Inc., Full Time, 2022 - 2025
Operations Manager, January 2025 - July 2025

– Leading a team of four.

– Responsible for all company new and lost revenue targets by aiming for operational
excellence.
Senior Customer Success Specialist, 2023 - 2025

– Establishing the Customer Success department.

– Reporting and analyzing data on customer success KPIs such as retention, churn, MRR,
and CSAT.
Marketing Specialist, 2022-2023

– Directed digital marketing operations such as Google and Meta ads, and social media
operations.

– Content creation and copywriting for the company blog, newsletter, social media, and
e-mail marketing.

• Intern TASAM - Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies, 2022

– Reported on Turkey’s role in the Russian-Ukrainian conflict and US-Turkish relations.

– Translated and interpreted academic exchanges.
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Participations & Certifications

• Graduate Student Conference, Turkish Political Science Association, 2024

• Social Sciences Summer School, The Science Academy Society of Turkey, 2022

• Antalya Diplomacy Forum, 2022

• Foreign Policy Academy, Ankara Policy Center, 2021

• Human Rights Violations at Sea, ILSA İstanbul University, 2021

• BBC Global Questions Istanbul, 2019

• 21st Turkey Philosophy Olympiad, 2016

Languages

Turkish (Native); English (Fluent); French (Advanced)

Software Skills

Stata; LATEX; R; MS Office
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