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ACADEMIC EMPLOYMENT 
 
Associate Professor, Political Science Department (2018-present) 
Faculty Affiliate, School of International Affairs (2019-present) 
Pennsylvania State University  
 
Assistant Professor, Political Science Department (2014-2018) 
Baruch College, City University of New York  
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
Ph.D. in Political Science 
University of Wisconsin-Madison (2009-2014) 

• Major Fields: International Relations, Research Methodology 
• Minor Field: Comparative Politics 

 
M.A. in Political Science 
University of Wisconsin-Madison (2005-2006) 
 
B.A. in Government and Politics, B.A. in Economics  
University of Maryland (2000-2004) 

• Summa Cum Laude 
  

 
BOOK 
 
Statements of Resolve: Achieving Coercive Credibility in International Conflict. 2017. 
Cambridge University Press. 

• Winner, ISA Foreign Policy Analysis Section 2019 Best Book Award 
• Runner-Up and Honorable Mention, APSA Conflict Processes Section 2018 Best 

Book Award 
• Reviewed by Joshua Kertzer in Perspectives on Politics 16(2):467-469. 

 
 
  



PEER-REVIEWED ARTICLES 
 
“Crazy like a Fox? Are Leaders with Reputations for Madness More Successful at 
International Coercion?” British Journal of Political Science. Forthcoming. 
 
“Tracking Organizations in the World: The Correlates of War IGO Data, Version 3.0” 
(with Jon C.W. Pevehouse, Timothy Nordstrom, and Anne Jamison). Journal of Peace 
Research. Forthcoming. 
 
“Updating the Militarized Interstate Dispute Data: A Response to Gibler, Miller, and 
Little” (with Glenn Palmer, Vito D’Orazio, and Michael R. Kenwick). International 
Studies Quarterly. Published online before print. 
 
 “Revisiting the Madman Theory: Evaluating the Impact of Different Forms of Perceived 
Madness in Coercive Bargaining.” 2019. Security Studies 28(5): 976-1009.  
 
 “Identifying the Level of Major Power Support Signaled for Protégés: A Latent Measure 
Approach” (with Mark David Nieman). 2019. Journal of Peace Research 56(3):364-378. 
 
“Making It Personal: The Role of Leader-Specific Signals in Extended Deterrence.” 
2018. Journal of Politics 80(3):982-995. 
 
“The Logic of ‘Offstage’ Signaling: Domestic Politics, Regime Type, and Major Power-
Protégé Relations” (with Keren Yarhi-Milo). 2017. International Organization 
71(4):701-733. 
 
 “The Impact of Context on the Ability of Leaders to Signal Resolve.” 2017. 
International Interactions 43(3):453-479. 
 
“Threats and Assurances in Crisis Bargaining” (with Andrew Kydd). 2017. Journal of 
Conflict Resolution 61(2):325-348.  
 
“Fighting Words: The Effectiveness of Statements of Resolve in International Conflict.”  
2014. Journal of Peace Research 51(6):726-740. 
 
 
SELECTED NON-PEER-REVIEWED PUBLICATIONS 
 
“Why the Trump Administration’s Resolve on Iran Could Backfire.” June 29, 2019. 
Washington Post. 
 
Review of Resolve in International Politics by Joshua Kertzer. 2018. Perspectives on 
Politics 16(2):465-466. 
 
“Rhetorical ‘Fire and Fury’ Can Help the U.S. Globally — if the President has Enough 
Backing at Home.” August 9, 2017. Washington Post. 



 
“Trump Is Trying to Send North Korea a Message. He’s Got a Long Way to Go” (with  
Danielle Lupton and Keren Yarhi-Milo). April 26, 2017. Washington Post. 
 
“Is Trump Posing as a Madman to Get His Own Way?” (with my research assistants 
Eileen Gerard, Vinuri Ranaweera, and Olivia Sztanga). February 5, 2017. Newsweek. 
 
 
TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 
Courses taught at Penn State: 

• Diplomacy, Signaling, and Coercion (graduate) 
• Methods of Political Analysis (graduate) 
• War and World Politics (undergraduate) 
• Nuclear Weapons in International Relations (undergraduate) 

 
Courses taught Baruch College (all undergraduate): 

• Contemporary International Conflict 
• Nuclear Weapons in International Relations 
• The United States in an Age of Globalization 

 
Courses taught at the University of Wisconsin (all undergraduate): 

• Nuclear Weapons and World Politics 
• Problems in American Foreign Policy 
• Conflict Resolution 

 
 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Senior Intelligence Analyst 
Defense Intelligence Agency, Pentagon, Arlington, VA (2008-2009)  

• Managed intelligence analysis efforts and priorities for a team of 10 analysts.  
Reviewed intelligence analysis for accuracy and quality. Authored National 
Intelligence Council reports for the White House and other policymakers. 

 
Intelligence Analyst 
Defense Intelligence Agency, Pentagon, Arlington, VA (2004-2005 and 2006-2008) 

• Analyzed and integrated intelligence information from various sources. Prepared 
and presented intelligence articles and briefings for Department of Defense 
policymakers.   

 
 
  



CONFERENCES AND INVITED PRESENTATIONS 
 
Invited Presentations: 

• University of Texas at Austin, March 6, 2019 
• Brookings Institution, January 5, 2018 
• George Washington University, December 11, 2017 
• Rutgers University, September 19, 2016 
• International Forum on Peace Science, East China University of Political Science 

and Law, Shanghai, June 11, 2016 
• University at Albany, April 8, 2015 

 
Conference Presentations: 

• American Political Science Association: 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2018, 2019 
• Peace Science Society: 2013, 2014, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 
• International Studies Association: 2011, 2012, 2013, 2015, 2016, 2017, 2018 
• Midwest Political Science Association: 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 
• Jan Tinbergen European Peace Science Society: 2014  

 
Other Conference Roles: 

• Discussant: APSA 2013, MPSA 2014, MPSA 2015, APSA 2015, PSS 2015, 
Online Peace Science Colloquium 2016, ISA 2017, ISA 2018, APSA 2018, 
APSA 2019, PSS 2019 

• Chair: MPSA 2014, MPSA 2015, ISA 2017, ISA 2018, APSA 2018 
 
 
GRANTS, HONORS, AND AWARDS 
 
Winner of the ISA Foreign Policy Analysis section best book award (2019) 

Runner-up and honorable mention for the APSA Conflict Processes section best book 
award (2018) 

PSC-CUNY Research Grant. City University of New York. “Crazy like a Fox? Do 
Leaders Perceived as Mentally Unstable Achieve Better Conflict Outcomes?” (2017) 

Runner-up and honorable mention for the Kenneth Waltz Dissertation Prize, awarded by 
the APSA International Security section (2015) 

Stuart A. Bremer Award for the best graduate student paper presented at the Peace 
Science Society Annual Meeting (2013) 

Leon Epstein Prize for the best written work in American and British Politics,  
University of Wisconsin (2013) 



Invitation to Delta Delta Delta Professor Recognition Dinner to recognize outstanding 
instructors, University of Wisconsin (2013) 

Distinction on International Relations preliminary exam, University of Wisconsin (2010) 

University Fellowship, University of Wisconsin (2005-2006) 
 
 
SERVICE TO THE DISCIPLINE AND PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 
Reviewer, NSF Dissertation Improvement Grants (Fall 2019) 

Program chair, Foreign Policy Analysis Section for the ISA 2020 Convention (2019-
2020) 

Correlates of War Advisory Board (2019-present) 

Editorial board member, International Interactions (2019-2020) 

Media interviews on Fox 5 New York (September 19, 2017), in USA Today (August 9, 
2017), and in the Christian Science Monitor (August 11, 2017) 

Bremer Award Selection Committee, Peace Science Society (2017) 

Reviewer for American Political Science Review, American Journal of Political Science, 
Journal of Politics, International Organization, World Politics, International Security, 
International Studies Quarterly, Journal of Conflict Resolution, Journal of Peace 
Research, International Interactions, Conflict Management and Peace Science, Foreign 
Policy Analysis, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Political Research 
Quarterly, Princeton University Press, and Oxford University Press. 
 

SERVICE TO THE DEPARTMENT AND UNIVERSITY 

Service activities at Penn State: 
• Organizer of IR Lunch Group (2019-present) 
• Promotion and Tenure Committee, Political Science Department (2019-present) 
• Graduate Recruitment Committee, Political Science Department (2019-present) 
• Teaching Improvement Committee, Political Science Department (2018-2019) 
• Undergraduate Studies Committee, Political Science Department, (2018-2019) 

 
Service activities at Baruch College: 

• Faculty Senator (2016-2018) 
• Coordinator of Global Perspectives for Students Initiative (2016-2018) 
• Political Science Student Outreach Committee (2015-2018) 
• Global Studies Minor Committee (2015-2018) 
• Colin Powell Fellowship Committee (2015-2018) 
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